
LETTER A—NECCC Consortium Member
Date

CPUC Communications Division

Attn: CASF Consortia Grant Account

505 Van Ness Ave., Third Floor

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Endorsement of the Northeastern California Connect Consortium (NECCC)
To Whom It May Concern:

As a [business], [government], [nonprofit] leader in seven of California’s northeastern counties---Butte, Lassen, Modoc, Plumas, Shasta, Siskiyou, and Tehama counties--- and on behalf of [organization/company’s name here], an “official” member of this regional consortium, I submit this letter in support of the Consortium’s Plan of Action and the grant proposal to the CPUC’s CASF Regional Consortia Broadband Planning Program. 

Furthermore, [organization/company’s name here] endorses the Corporation for Education Network Initiatives in California (CENIC) and the CSU Chico, Center for Economic Development (CED) partnering to manage the efforts of the Northeastern California Consortium to develop and implement a plan to close gaps in availability and affordability of broadband services and specifically leveraging opportunities to increase broadband deployment, access and adoption.  

Broadband---high-speed internet access---is considered an essential 21st Century infrastructure for economic competitiveness and high quality of life. Yet, despite California’s leadership in the creation and adoption of communications and information technologies, many holes exist in service availability due to lack of fundamental infrastructure necessary for broadband deployment. Such a lack of fundamental infrastructure perpetuates the barriers to access, resulting in a persistent “Digital Divide.” Evident in our three-county region are sizeable pockets of rural and remote areas, compounded by lack of access to high-speed Internet service, hence restricting adoption. Narrowing such a “Digital Divide” requires a systematic and strategic approach to broadband access and investment that a collaborative, regional approach can provide.

CENIC and CED are well qualified to lead this effort. CENIC has nearly two decades of providing access to fiber-supported advanced network services to California’s research and education community including the University of California system, the California State University system, the California Community Colleges, the K-12 education system and Caltech, Stanford, University of Southern California and other private colleges. CED has been instrumental in conducting broadband demand aggregation studies, broadband availability and adoption data analysis for counties in this Consortium and statewide.

This Consortium, comprised of public and private stakeholders, represents the leadership and wide range of economic, service and societal interests and needs of these seven counties.

This community galvanized on its mission:

“To develop and facilitate the implementation of a broadband infrastructure plan that will provide a cohesive, integrated and robust “middle mile” and “last mile” network infrastructure that will interconnect seven counties in Northeastern California together for the first time.”

We are pleased to be part of this endeavor and urge CPUC approval of our grant proposal.
Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,

Name

Title 

Organization

	
	



